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Tom Chambers' first mistake, upon accepting the position as head coach of the new Cincinnati State College 
baseball team, was assuming that the home field wouldn't have a large tree in straightaway center. 

His second was counting the players who showed up at the first tryout. 

There were 96 of them, the only problem being that school hadn't started yet. When it did, some of the 
candidates had neglected to enroll and others had restricted their class schedules to four or five hours, well 
short of the eligibility level. That sort of thing, in fact, was why the Cincinnati State athletic director, basketball 
coach John Hurley, had suggested that the program be a club sport for a while. 

"I said, nope," said Chambers, the longtime Withrow baseball coach who retired last year from the high school 
ranks. "I said that if we're going to do it, we're going to use eligible players." 

He now has 13 remaining. Last week, the team manager, Jeremy Meece, made his first start. "He's hitting the 
ball good," said the first baseman, Buddy Jackson of Moeller. The baker's dozen who remain are a 
problematically slim group for college baseball, where doubleheaders tend to follow doubleheaders. A school's 
pitchers must be numerous or unusually stout. 

Cincinnati State's are obviously the latter. For instance, Aaron Crooker of Batavia saved one of the Surge's nine 
victories a few weeks ago against Sinclair Community College, then came back the next day to throw a 
complete game against Miami-Middletown. 

That was back when the club was going good. Grades and quits- among them, cleanup hitter Ed Smith, who, at 
40, decided one day he was too old for this - soon took their toll, as did a crushing defeat at Vincennes, Ind. "It 
was probably the toughest loss I ever had," said Chambers, whose 34 years at Withrow made him a prep 
legend . "We led 13-5 going into the last inning. After that one, we kind of hit the skids." 

The Surge was hoping to improve upon its 9-24 record Tuesday afternoon, but its scheduled opponent, Miami
Hamilton, had something more important to do. Miami-Hamilton is in a league, and league make-up games take 
precedence over non-league games against first-year teams at fields with a tree growing in center field. 

Such indignities will not continue, however. Cincinnati State will be officially affiliated next season, joining the 
Ohio Community College Athletic Conference along with Sinclair, Cuyahoga, Owens, Lakeland and Columbus 
State. 

"Next year," said left-handed pitcher Woody Fellinger of St. Xavier, "it will be a whole different scenario." 

Even so, Chambers would desperately like to find his team a field that isn't marked for soccer and isn't topped 
by tall timber. He is grateful the Cincinnati Recreation Commission has permitted the school to use its Salway 
Field facility across from Spring Grove Cemetery, but, well, "It's embarrassing." 

To wit, there was the afternoon when Chambers arrived at Salway to find four coaches from Lansing (Mich.) 
Community College gathered under the foliage 350 feet from home plate. "I walked out there and they said they 
had driven by four times looking for this place," Chambers recalled. "They thought, no way this could be it, but 
they remembered that I'd told them about the tree in center field ." 

Chambers has inquired about cutting down the tree, but was informed a local magazine declared it the prettiest 
tree in Cincinnati. He then prevailed upon one of the school's horticulture teachers to trim it back, but the fellow 
said he wouldn't dare send anybody up in those ancient branches. 

And then there's the goose problem. "There must be, conservatively, 1,500 of them out here some days," 
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Chamb3rs said. "At practice, one of our outfielders said, 'Hey, what do I keep sliding on?' I said, 'That's goose 
(droppings).'" 

The geese evidently prefer the long grass to the Mill Creek alternative beyond the left-field fence. Baseballs, 
however, prefer the Mill Creek. 

The fence is a little close, and some of the Surge's opponents - Thomas More, Northern Kentucky and various 
community college powers- are able to clear it with relative ease. "There was a kid from St. Catharine's (Ky.) 
who hit three of them over that fence," Chambers said . 

"The fourth time he came up, I told him, 'Son, you hit one more ball into the Mill Creek and you're going to have 
to reimburse me for it.' " 

As the season veers toward the regional tournament May 12-14 in Illinois, it appears Cincinnati State will have 
enough baseballs to complete it. The team also has a wise, spirited coach, and 13 players who have persevered 
proudly. 

Most of them are former high school standouts a few years removed from their varsity glory- such as Jackson, 
Elder's Dave Gerth, Lawrenceburg's Damon Bogner and Turpin's John Sullivan. 

"I was just looking for a way to get back into the game," said Jackson, a 1995 Moeller graduate who started a 
business renovating rental property. 

Sullivan was a waiter and bartender for five years before enrolling at Cincinnati State and taking one last cut at 
his fading dream. 

"I always wanted to play," he said, "and I didn't want to turn to softball yet." 
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