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Student survey shows generally positive response to semesters 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

Results of a survey 
distributed by Cincinnati 
State's Semester Transition 
Project showed that 52 
percent of students 
responding were satisfied 
with the proposed calendar 
for academic year 2012-2013, 
when the College will begin 
operating on semesters rather 
than terms. 
The proposed calendar 
divides the academic year 
into three trimesters of 15 
weeks each. 
Twenty-one percent of the 912 students who completed the survey replied "strongly agree" to a question 
about their satisfaction with the proposed calendar, and 31 percent replied "agree." 
Only 20 percent of respondents expressed dissatisfaction with the proposed calendar, by replying 
"disagree" (8 percent) or "strongly disagree" (12 percent). The "neutral" choice was selected by 28 
percent of those who completed the survey. 
Another survey question asked if students were generally in favor of switching to semesters. Forty 
percent said they were in favor, 30 percent were opposed, and another 30 percent answered "undecided." 
Comments on the survey showed positive reactions to placing Cincinnati State on the same schedule as 
other colleges and universities, and having more time for covering course material. 
Proponents of the semester transition also said that it would better facilitate transfer to other schools, and 
allow instructors to cover topics in greater depth. 
An individual who had previously attended a school on a semester-based calendar commented on the 
benefits of semesters, "The ability to review the material more often allowed for better retention and 
application. The term system, although short and sweet, does not allow enough review time, but rather 
just pushes through at a non-stop pace." 
Comments from those opposed to semesters included concerns that semesters are too long to stay 
engaged with course material. 
Many of those opposed felt strongly that the transition to semesters would not benefit them, and 
questioned whether the transition would increase the amount of time it would take to complete a program. 
One individual opposed to the transition commented, "My main concern would be how does the change 
affect the amount of time spent in school. I will have graduated from Cincinnati State by the time these 
changes take effect, but [a relative] will not. I would be concerned that she would not be able to graduate 
in a timely manner." 
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Of those responding, 69 percent anticipate graduating before 
the 2012-2013 academic year, so the transition to semesters 
would likely not have any effect on their education at 
Cincinnati State. 
The survey also asked if students preferred a one-week break 
during spring semester and a one-week break between spring 
and summer semesters, or a two-week break between spring 
and summer semesters and no break during the spring 
semester. 
On this question, 52 percent preferred the one-week break 
during spring semester, 38 percent preferred the two-week 
break between sessions, and 10 percent did not have a 
preference. 

One individual, who wanted a spring break that coincided with her friends' at other schools commented, 
"I hate not having a normal spring break. While all my friends are on break and vacationing, I am in class 
and cannot do anything. Going to a community college is hard enough while all my friends are away at 
universities and not being able to see them during spring break is even worse." 
According to the survey, 49 percent said that ifthe College calendar included a spring break, it is "very 
important" or "somewhat important" to align with spring breaks of other colleges or universities. 
Thirty-eight percent expressed desire for a spring break that aligned with the University of Cincinnati's 
break, while 49 percent did not have a preference for alignment with another institution's break. 
Fifty-one percent ofrespondents said it was "very important" or "somewhat important" to align a 
Cincinnati State spring break with breaks taken by K-12 schools in the area. 

rv More Information rv 
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New e-mail service to provide more features for students 

By Roxie Blevins 
Mar. 16, 2010 

When Spring Term begins, Cincinnati State will n...,'\Vl;AP,,tici·11rl 

email service. 
The new system will look familiar to students, 
but will include added features, according to 
Manager of User Support Services Patricia 
Edwards. 
Students will still have an email account set 
up for them when they enroll, but it will be 
provided through the service Microsoft 
Live@edu. College email addresses will not 
change. 
The most significant benefit of the change 
will be the increase in file and email storage 
space. 

Bryson Bush (right) and Daniel Garnette 

catch up on email and other tasks. 
Photographer: Ayesha Nurredin 

" The capacity for email is currently 30 megabytes per student," said Edwards. "When we switch to 
Live@edu, email capacity will grow to 10 gigabytes." 
This means that Live@edu will offer approximately 340 times more storage space than Cincinnati State's 
current student email. 
Live@edu also features some helpful tools for students, such as calendaring. Calendarding allows 
students to have access to each other's schedules. 
"Calendaring will make it easier to plan meetings and manage group projects," said Edwards. 
Another benefit ofLive@edu is that the service can be used after graduation. 
" The email [account] can be kept as long as the student wants, even after finishing at Cincinnati State," 
said Chief Information Officer Frankie Baker. 
Baker said Live@edu provides more capabilities than the College has been able to offer in the past. 
" There have been lots ofrequests for email flexibility," said Baker. 
Edwards said a pilot group will try out the new service before the College switches all student email 
accounts. Also, a Frequently Asked Questions page will be provided to help students with the change. 

rv More Information rv 

Students interested in joining the pilot group for the new email service or with 
questions should contact Patricia Edwards - patricia.edvLcirds@cirn:;innatistcite.eciL1 
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The Surge comes to life in new mascot 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

On Saturday, February 20, during Cincinnati 
State's Homecoming basketball games, The 
Surge mascot made his public debut. 
According to Brenda Maples, director of 
Student Activities, the creation of The Surge 
has been a long process with eagerly 
anticipated results. 
"It's just a wonderful way to help us with that 
school spirit that I think is lacking,'' said 
Maples. "It was really wonderful. A lot of 
people had been waiting on it." 
The Surge, which resembles a personified 
lightning bolt, complete with eyes, hands and 
sneaker-clad feet, will make appearances at 
College sports events and other activities. 
"We plan to bring it out for new student orientation, and all the different activities that we have here," 
added Maples. 
Cincinnati State student Jason VonSeelen, in response to requests for design submissions by the Student 
Activities office, came up with the idea for the Surge mascot. 
ProMo Costumes, Inc., a mascot, costume and puppet building company based in Marion, Ohio, 
assembled VonSeelen' s design concept. 
"We had over thirty [entries], which really surprised me," said Maples. 
"[The Surge mascot] is really different," Maples added. "It would have been easy to do if we were the 
lions or the tigers. So it was really hard to even come up with some kind of design." 
Early this term, the Student Activities office called for students to apply to wear The Surge costume, 
bringing it to life. Of the applicants, five students were chosen; three wore the costume during 
Homecoming. 
Though spectators wouldn't have known from the wearers' energetic performances, the suit can feel 
cumbersome and hot. Despite this, Maples feels The Surge adds something special to events. 
"People were laughing and the kids were loving it," said Maples. "I think it's going to give us a chance 
to laugh a little bit more, and not be as serious sometimes. I think we are really pleased with it." 

3/26/2010 9:59 AM 
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Metro bus fare increases and route changes affect students 

By Melissa Ann Coleman 
Mar. 16, 2010 

Many Cincinnati State students have been affec 
fares and routes. 
In December, the cost of a one-way bus fare 
for zone one (city of Cincinnati) increased 
from $1.50 to $1.75 and passes increased 
from 55 dollars to 70 dollars. Fares for other 
routes increased as well. 
"Now it is more of a struggle to get bus fare 
because money is tight," said Cincinnati State 
student Annette Wambua. "I must put as 
many classes into one day as possible." Every term, several hundred students rely 

Student Renata Welton said, "I thought on Metro bus service to Cincinnati State. 

taking the bus would be cheaper than driving Photographer: Ayesha Nurredin 

because I would save on gas and not need to 
pay for parking. But when the fares went up, driving my car actually became cheaper." 
In addition to the fare increases, Metro cut five routes and reduced service on many other routes. 
"I live on the number 18 route," said student Shilla Jackson. "The buses now stop servicing my 
neighborhood at 7 :00 p.m. I had to rearrange my work schedule and I now have to take a cab home after 
my evening classes." 
In a recent non-scientific survey of 50 Cincinnati State students who ride the bus, 80 percent said they 
had been greatly affected by the fare increases and 64 percent said that route changes had adversely 
affected their lives. 
The Cincinnati State Cashier' s Office sold 356 bus passes in February. For the past three years Cincinnati 
State students have been able to use their financial aid (with a two dollar fee) to purchase a bus pass. 
"We are here to make it convenient for students,'' said Cashier's Office manager Sherry Boulding, "But 
we cannot control [Metro] prices." 
Many students who were surveyed knew that the University of Cincinnati has a contract with Metro that 
allows UC students to purchase a bus pass at a reduced cost of 40 dollars. 
"The UC Metro program initially took effect in May 2007," stated Marie Sutthoff, Program Director for 
Facilities Management at the University of Cincinnati. 
Sutthoff said the original program was financed equally by UC student government and by the University 
administration. The initial program allowed UC students, faculty and staff to ride the Metro bus at no 
charge. 
In September 2009 the contract was extended, with UC riders required to purchase bus passes at a 
discounted rate. Sutthoff said UC pays 100,000 dollars per year to Metro to continue the program. 
Metro's Chief Public Affairs Officer, Sallie Hilvers, said that for Cincinnati State to offer discounted bus 
passes, "It would involve a contract with Metro, similar to the University of Cincinnati, with a financial 
component." 
Faculty member Andrea Cheng, Head of the Transportation Committee for Surge Green and a supporter 
of discounted bus cards for students, said, "We hope that we might one day arrange for Cincinnati State 
students to get a discount from Metro similar to UC." 
According to information from Urban Cincy.com, Cincinnati Metro fare and route changes took place 
because Metro faced a deficit of 16 million dollars for 2010. 

I ~ More Information ~ 
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Metro bus passes may be purchased at the Cincinnati State Cashier's Office on the 
first floor of the Main Building. Financial aid may be used to purchase passes, with a 
two dollar processing fee. Metro route maps and schedules: YYW.W,Q._O::::ms;_tro.com 

3/26/2010 9:59 AM 
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Surge men win conference title and advance in tournament 

By Nick Novy, Marketing Intern, Cincinnati State Athletics 
Mar. 16, 2010 

Cincinnati State men's basketball remained a pq~e 

College Athletic Conference (OCCAC) as if 
the Surge claimed sole possession of the 
OCCAC championship. 
Coming off a big win against nationally 
ranked Lakeland Community College, the 
men found themselves up one game in the 
standings with two conference games 
remaining against Owens Community 
College and Cuyahoga Community College. 
"We need to keep our focus," Coach Andre The Surge men huddle for advice from 

Tate said after the Lakeland game. "We Coach Andre Tate. 

haven't accomplished anything until we 
close out these next two games." 
The Surge did just that with a hard-fought 70-61 victory over Owens. Cincinnati State's balanced scoring 
was key as four players scored in double digits and two other players had nine. 
Sophomore Illya Glover, playing in his last home game for Cincinnati State, helped the Surge pull away 
late in the game, scoring 12 of his 16 points in the second half. 
The men ended the season on the road against Cuyahoga. Surge forward Rayshawn Goins proved to be 
too much for Cuyahoga to overcome, scoring 21 points and helping the Surge to a 100-69 win, and 
guaranteed sole possession of the OCCAC title. 
Reflecting on his first conference title as Surge head coach, Tate said, "These guys worked hard all 
season to get us where we are and I am proud of them." 
The men ended the season with a 20-10 overall record and an 11-3 conference record. 
The Surge continued their success in post-season play, by winning the Great Lakes Region District 10 
Championship. They defeated Sinclair 89-55 in the semi-finals and blasted Cuyahoga 57-32 in the 
championship game. 
National championship play begins March 16, with a game against top-seeded Momoe Community 
College from Rochester, N.Y., in the opening round of the National Junior College Athletic Association 
Division II Tournament. 
"We play every game to win," said Tate. "I like our guys as long as we come out focused on the task at 
hand." 

3/26/2010 10:00 AM 
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Lady Surge fmish successful BB season 

By Nick Novy, Marketing Intern, Cincinnati State Athletics 
Mar. 16, 2010 

The Lady Surge entered the 2009-2010 season 
tournament appearance in the prior season. 
Head coach Theresa Check and the 
coaching staff recruited eight new players. 
"Up and down, this roster had the best 
overall collection of talent that I have 
coached," said assistant coach Ron Harris. 
The talent did not translate into wins in the 
early part of the season. Injuries also 
plagued the team, with point guard and 
leading scorer Shardai Morrison-Fountain, 
guard Alexis Dunn, forward Tamara Sneed 
and guard Tyeisha Mitchell battling 
problems throughout the first half of the 
season. 

Shardai Morrison-Fountain brings the ball 

upcourt. 

"We did not play very consistently," said Coach Check. "Some of our players were banged up but that 
was no excuse for the lack of effort and work that was shown in some of our early games." 
Entering into conference play, the Lady Surge put on a win streak that would stretch over 12 games and 
put the team among the top in the Ohio Community College Athletic Conference (OCCAC) standings. 
During the win streak, the key to Surge success was the play of returning sophomores Tamara Sneed, 
Na'Tasha Farr, and Kara Zwick. Sneed averaged 15 points and 5 steals per game during the streak, while 
Farr and Zwick anchored the frontcourt and both averaged around 9 points per game. 
Freshman Javonna Saddler showed glimpses of her potential including a 30-point game on the road 
against Sinclair Community College, which was the highest point total for any Cincinnati State player 
throughout the season. 
" We finally found some balance on offense and played respectable defense,'' said Check. 

Lady Surge earn conference title in final two games 
In the last home game of the season, the Surge contested with Owens Community College for the top 
spot in the conference. 
Owens came in ranked fifth nationally and with a perfect record in the conference, sitting one game 
ahead of the Lady Surge in the standings. 
Kara Zwick set the tone for her teammates, starting the game with a sprained shoulder and scoring the 
first 4 points in the game before her shoulder was reinjured. 
"Kara wanted to play in her last game," Check said. "Despite playing only nine minutes, she made one 
of the biggest impacts in the game." 
Taking a 9 point lead into halftime, the three remaining sophomore took over to lead the Surge down the 
stretch. Tamara Sneed led the way with 24 points and 7 rebounds, including a big 3-point shot to put the 
Surge up by 5 late in the game. 
Javonna Saddler chipped in with 15 points and Na'Tasha Farr recorded 21 points as the Lady Surge 
pulled away and earned a 75-67 victory. 
Coach Check also praised the hard work of freshman forward Samantha Paratore. "While our 
sophomores were scoring, Sam was doing all the little things on the defensive side of the floor to help us 
earn the win," Check said. 
The Lady Surge claimed the conference championship with a win against Cuyahoga Community College, 
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in a hard fought 80-68 road victory. 
"It was great to see this team reach its potential," Harris said. "The girls worked hard in the second half 
of the season to battle back and I am proud of them." 
"I am so happy for our sophomores," Check said after the game. "With everything that each player went 
through, it is good to see them accomplish what they worked so hard for." 
The Surge ended the regular season with a 20-10 overall record and an 11-2 record in the conference. 
But post-season play ended with an 81-53 loss to Kellogg Community College in the regional 
tournament. 
"I look back on this season as one where everyone improved as the season went on,'' Check said. "As a 
coach, that is how I measure if the season was a success or not. This season was an overall success." 

3/26/2010 10:00 AM 
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CState soccer star and stellar student to play in Big East 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

Just six months after emolling at Cincinnati State, Associate of Arts maj 
student, and soccer player Mike Brizzi will 
transfer to the University of Cincinnati (UC) 
in order to play in the Big East conference. 
"I don't want to leave at all actually; I want 
to stay," said Brizzi, formerly the starting 
center back and captain for the Surge men's 
soccer team. "I love the team here; they are 
a really good bunch of guys. But this is the 
best opportunity I'm going to get. I don't 
want to pass that up." 
When Brizzi began playing and studying at 

Soccer standout Mike Brizzi (second from 

left) with Cincinnati State coaches and 

team members. Cincinnati State, the prospect of transferring 
to UC had never crossed his mind. It all Photo provided by Mike Combs 

began with a scrimmage with UC ' s team. 
Despite losing 5-1, Brizzi refers to the scrimmage as the highlight of his brief Cincinnati State athletic 
career. 
"It was ridiculous," said Brizzi, with a grin on his face. "They [the UC soccer team] were just on a whole 
different level, so much stronger, so much faster with the ball." 
"I had a pretty decent game and Coach Dayes [the UC head coach] asked Coach Combs what I was 
doing next year," Brizzi said. 
Mike Combs, head coach for Cincinnati State's men' s soccer, first took interest in Brizzi while he 
attended Loveland High School. Combs had a brief stint as coach at Loveland, but not long enough to 
coach any games. 
" I think, in most cases, my efforts as a junior college coach are not just to recruit the kids that are 
eligible to go to four-year schools. I want the kids that are good students, have a good character and who 
can also be good players," said Combs. 
"They represent our program very well while moving on and playing at those four-year schools. Mike 
Brizzi has done just that," Combs added. 
Brizzi was captain of the Loveland soccer team and Most Valuable Player in his junior and senior years. 
He scored 13 goals and had 13 assists his senior year. 
Brizzi, who has felt passionate about educating special needs individuals since high school, will major in 
secondary education at UC. He hopes to become a high school special education teacher. 
Despite graduating with a 3.3 cumulative average, Brizzi considered himself an underachiever in high 
school, and made a pledge to perform at his full potential in college, both on the field and in class. Brizzi 
received a full scholarship to attend Cincinnati State. 
"I made a deal with my parents that I would work hard in the classroom and take advantage of my time 
at CS," said Brizzi. "I knew that I could do well, and I decided to stop slacking off like I did sometimes 
in high school. There are always choices that can define you as a student, and I chose to work hard." 
Despite his hard work, Brizzi encountered an unavoidable challenge to his goals in the form of an injury. 
"There was a corner [kick]; I went to head it out and I was smashed by something. I didn't see it; I woke 
up on the field and my jaw was just broken in half," said Brizzi. 
"That was in October. I was done; that was the last game of the season, and then we had the regionals. I 
wasn't there for any of it." 
"My jaw was actually wired shut for ten days. [I was] drinking through a straw, I lost like 12 pounds," 
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Brizzi continued. "Definitely a big setback but I got through it; I'm ready." 
Brizzi knows that attending UC will present a new set of challenges, including the hard work required to 
earn playing time. 
"I know I am going to have to really work for a spot," said Brizzi. "I really need to work on my strength 
and my size in general." 
Combs is optimistic about Brizzi' s future at UC, a larger school with stronger fan support. 
"He's a tremendous competitor; he's going to go there and he's going to thrive," said Combs. 

3/26/2010 10:00 AM 



Smge Life - Cincinnati State's student news publication http://www.cstatesmgelife.org/content/march _ 201 O/cincinnati _state_ ... 

1 of2 

Cincinnati State education pays off for distinguished graduate 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

John F. Dwyer, the chairman of the Cincinnati 
a distinguished alumnus award from the 
College, graduated from Cincinnati State in 
1974 with an Associate of Applied Business 
in Real Estate Technology and Property 
Management. 
Since then, a blend of determination, 
adventurousness, and integrity has allowed 
him to attain success as the owner of Dwyer 
Commercial Real Estate, LLC. 
"My father was very influential [to me], 
because he was the best at what he did," 
said Dwyer. "He was the president of a 
marble tile and granite company, the largest 
one in Cincinnati at the time." 

John Dwyer, a distinguished graduate of 
"That was my desire, to be the best at what I Cincinnati State. 
did, even if it would have been cars." 
Dwyer grew up in the Price Hill 
neighborhood of Cincinnati, and graduated from Elder High School in 1972. As a senior at Elder, Dwyer 
held two jobs in the automotive field. 
He worked as a lot boy at Glenway Chevrolet as well as a paint and body shop helper, a job he got after 
attending several courses at Fisher Body Division, an automotive instructional center. 
Before enrolling at Cincinnati State, Dwyer took a road trip out west that would change the course of his 
life dramatically. 
Prior to heading west, Dwyer intended to continue studying to become a mechanic in the Automotive 
Service Management Technology program at Cincinnati State. 
"I went out to California when I graduated," said Dwyer. "I went out to see my sister, and my brother in 
law had just started working for a Century 21 Real Estate office in San Francisco. He said, 'hey, you 
ought to get into this.' So I decided to switch up my major." 
"My brother-in-law's parents had a 12,000 acre wheat farm up in Odessa, Washington. I stayed there 
and worked that farm for a couple days." 
"[From there], I went to Lake Tahoe and we went to the California State Fair." Afterwards, Dwyer 
hitched back to San Francisco and met up with an old friend. 
"A buddy of mine hitchhiked from down in Alabama; he just showed up. We hitchhiked up to Yosemite 
National Park. We spent a lot of time at the Haight Ashbury area, because that's where a lot of the 
people that picked us up from Yosemite lived." 
"We ended up going to a nudist camp with some folks that we had met, which was interesting," said 
Dwyer. 
Dwyer had a plane ticket to fly home, but his friend didn't. The two ultimately decided to hitchhike back 
east to Cincinnati. 
Dwyer's older sister drove the pair to Berkeley, California. After several rides, Dwyer and his friend 
ended up near a train track in Truckee, California. Noticing a train headed east, the two climbed on 
board a flatbed car. 
"So we jumped on this thing, and we are sitting underneath this trailer on a flatbed. Man, it takes off and 
we go." 
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Along the way, the two encountered freezing conditions crossing Salt Lake, endured the filth of diesel 
soot, and, with the help of friendly railroad detectives, made it onto a boxcar headed east. 
"We ended up in Cheyenne, Wyoming." Taking a cue from other hitchhikers, Dwyer and his friend 
waited at a gas station off of I-80, hoping for a ride. They avoided being arrested by a pesky State 
Highway Patrol officer and eventually managed to score a ride. 
"As we are standing there, some guy in a convertible Mustang comes around. We see Ohio plates on his 
car and this big piece of luggage sticking out of the back seat. He picks us up and we 're gone; we 're on 
our way to Ohio." 
"That next day I went and signed up to change my major, from automotive to an Associate of Applied 
Business in Property Management and Real Estate Technology," said Dwyer. 
At Cincinnati State, Dwyer participated in student senate, ran for class president and gained the 
confidence he needed to become professionally successful in the commercial real estate field. 
After working at several real estate firms, Dwyer, always entrepreneurially minded, began working to 
start his own commercial real estate company in 1986. 
A husband and father of five, Dwyer remains active at Cincinnati State. He was president of the Alumni 
Association prior to becoming chairman of the Cincinnati State Foundation. 
In his spare time, Dwyer has raced cars, skied, climbed, and continues to play golf. His son Kevin, who 
works with Dwyer, graduated from Cincinnati State in 2008 with a degree in Real Estate Technologies. 
" It really starts a fire , that's what that school does; it starts your fire, and you can build it as big as you 
want from there. You can have it to warm you or you can have it to thrust you anywhere you want to 
go," said Dwyer. 

3/26/2010 10:01 AM 



Sw·ge Life - Cincinnati State's student news publication http: //www.cstatesurgelife.org/content/march _ 201 Of cs_ homecoming ... 

1 of l 

CS Homecoming Court members raised funds for scholarships 

By Theresa Johnson 
Mar. 16, 2010 

The Cincinnati State Homecoming Court for 2 
20, after the women's basketball game. To 
become a member of the court, candidates 
had to raise money for Cincinnati State 
scholarship funds. 
Neia Smith and Robert White were 
announced as Miss and Mr. Cincinnati State. 
The other court members were Naudia 
Daise, Lorri Duvall, Kathy Hale, Kenneth 
Korte, Tynan McMillan, and Nakeisha 
Sloan. 
White, an Associate of Arts major, raised 
the most money of the male court members. 
Smith, a Nursing major, raised the most 
money of all Homecoming court members. 
Smith raised $1,281.80. 
The court raised a total of $1 ,823.85. All the 
money raised will be donated to Cincinnati 
State scholarship funds. 

Mr. Cincinnati State, Robert White, and 

Miss Cincinnati State, Neia Smith, enjoy 

Homecoming 2010 with The Surge mascot. 

Photo provided by Brenda Maples 

"Our hope is to establish a scholarship for student leaders who are active in school organizations," said 
Brenda Maples, Student Activities director. 
After the men's basketball game, a homecoming party hosted by Student Activities was held in the 
ATLC lounge. The theme of the party was Mardi Gras. 
A DJ played a variety of dance music. Students either made their way to the dance floor or got in line for 
assortment of refreshments. 
A professional photographer took photos of students enjoying Homecoming. 
Smith and White both said they enjoyed the fundraising aspect of running for Mr. and Miss Cincinnati 
State. 
"I went to everyone around school," said Smith. "I pretty much asked everyone that I could [if they 
would] like to make a donation." 
Smith also collected money for the scholarship fund at her church and in Clifton and downtown. 
"I appreciate everyone's cooperation," said Smith. 
White served briefly as Mr. Cincinnati State in 2009 when he was a member of the Homecoming Court. 
According to White, the Friday before the Black Family Reunion parade last year, Brenda Maples asked 
ifhe would stand in for 2009's Mr. Cincinnati State Jamell Hall, because Hall was out of town. 
"She asked me ifl would mind ridding in a convertible with the Queen. I said OK," recalled White. 
"It was a blast last year!" said White. 
Smith and White both are looking forward to helping Cincinnati State. 
"I will do whatever I can do,' ' said White. 
" I'd like to do more volunteer work, as much as possible,'' said Smith. 
Last year' s Mr. and Miss Cincinnati State had some advice for the new King and Queen. 
"Strive for success and never stop,'' said Mikaela Foster, the 2009 Miss Cincinnati State. "It's good to 
see smart people advancing and doing well. I would tell them to keep up the good work." 
According to Hall, the duties of being Mr. Cincinnati State included introducing himself to new students. 
"You have people watching you, so always be education focused,'' said Hall. 
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Renewable energy programs prepare students for "green collar" 
careers 

By Hope C. Esposito 
Mar. 16, 2010 

In response to the demand for practitioners of 
State began offering a certificate and major in 
renewable energy. 
These course offerings will prepare students 
for future careers in this growing industry. 
The American Solar Energy Society reported 
on the Solar Living Institute's website that 
"there are about 9 million green collar jobs in 
the U.S. today - with many more on the 
way." 
"The renewable energy program comes at the 
right time, and is a good fit for traditional 
technicians who will be needed to fill Larry Feist displays some of the equipment 

positions as this industry grows," said Larry 
Feist, Program Chair of the Electro
Mechanical Engineering Technology and 
Power Systems Engineering Technology 
Departments. 

used by students in renewable energy 

programs. 

Photographer: Hope C. Esposito 

"Renewable energy is any energy source that is sustainable and non-fossil fuel," Feist said. 
Feist, a Cincinnati State graduate, has taught here for 10 years, and holds a bachelor's degree in Electrical 
Engineering from Wright State University. 
Feist helped bring the renewable energy program to Cincinnati State in 2007, when the Center for 
Innovative Technologies received a Capacity Building Grant of $499,014 from the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 
This grant helped fund the renewable energy program. 
According to Feist, students have two "pathways" in the renewable energy program, both offered within 
the Electrical Engineering Technologies Department: the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
Certificate, and the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Major. 
By bringing these programs to Cincinnati State, Feist aspires to help make southwestern Ohio the 
industrial and manufacturing hub for renewable energy. 
"I want to give this region an educated labor force to drive manufacturing ofrenewable energy 
components," Feist said. 
"Cincinnati State made a promise to the U.S. Department of Labor to train at least 125 people in 
renewable energy in the next three years," Feist added. 
An Ohio Senate bill passed in 2007 echoes Feist's goals, stipulating that by the year 2025, 12.5% of the 
electricity generated for Ohio must come from renewable energy resources, Feist said. 
Renewable energy sources include solar energy, wind power, hydroelectric power, geothermal energy, 
and fuel cells that utilize hydrogen and oxygen to make electricity. 
According to Feist, these fuel cells are up to 80% more efficient than energy produced by fossil fuels, and 
the only waste produced is water. 
Feist said the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Certificate, available as an 18-credit-hour 
program, is geared towards students who may already work in manufacturing and wish to improve 
efficiency and reduce waste in their industries. 
Students who obtain a certificate are able to work as practitioners and installers ofrenewable energy 
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devices, either commercially or residentially. 
These devices include photovoltaic panels, which use the power of the sun to produce electricity. 
The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Major is intended for students who wish to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science in engineering. The major prepares students for transfer to a four-year program such 
as those offered at the University of Cincinnati. 
Feist is currently developing online classes for the renewable energy program. He also plans to introduce 
instruction in biofuels (biological waste that releases energy when burned, such as wood) next year, and 
hopes to introduce a biofuels major to the College in the future. 

rv More Information rv 

Larry Feist 513-569-1428 - ~,_1_,_~~~~=u~~~~~ 
American Solar Energy Society 
Solar Living Institute 

U.S. Department of Energy - ·'···'··"'··''"''····'········'·····'···'····'····'··· '·''''·"·'···°"··'···"''·'····'··'°"··'····:;;;i ... ,, ... , .. :;;;i ... ,,, ... , ... 
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Plenty of entertainment options in Clifton Heights 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

The Clifton Heights business district, just south ofTJC's campus o 
McMillen, has room to improve, literally. 
Anyone who has visited this busy area has 
no doubt noticed the three undeveloped city 
blocks that break the area in half, seemingly 
waiting for a development that may never 
come. The area has been vacant nearly half 
a decade. 
However, Clifton Heights does have some 
great options for the entertainment seeker, 
most plentifully restaurants. Within a short 
walk, hungry college students will find a 
range of fast food businesses including 
Chipotle, Arby's, and Jimmy Johns, as well 

Hughes High School is a landmark of the 

Cli~on Heights business district. 

Photographer: Dan Rosenthal 

as a diverse array of pizza, German cuisine, other ethnic foods and a lot more. 
Sean Buffington, bartender and baristo at Baba Budan's 
Coffeehouse, Bar and Restaurant enjoys all of the choices the 
area has to offer. 
"For some good take out, you have Thai Express; they have 
been voted best in the city. Also, for great Indian takeout, 
even though they don't have much seating, you can go to 
Krishna's around the corner," said Buffington. "Also, Mahi 
has great sushi, and Cilantro has great Vietnamese food." 
Baba Budan's, located in the shadows of Hughes High 

Bada Buda n's cafe welcomes estate surge School, near Campus Cyclery and American Apparel, is a 
as well as UC Bearcats. 

Photographer: Dan Rosenthal 

popular hangout for University of Cincinnati students and 
faculty, as well as Clifton locals. 
According to Buffington, they feature live music five nights a 

week, ranging from punk and hip-hop to open mike Thursdays. In addition to the usual selection of 
espresso and coffee drinks, Baba Budan's features a full bar and a wide selection of bottled beers. 
"I say this with pride; we have one of the best micro brew selections in the Clifton Heights area,'' said 
Buffington. 
"We get a pretty good crowd in here on Tuesday nights for 
jazz. Friday and Saturday are usually two of our busiest 
nights, and we are starting acoustic singer-songwriter nights 
on Sundays." 
Beginning March 21, Baba Budan's will begin offering 
Sunday brunch from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Mole's Record Exchange, near the corner of Scioto Street 
and Calhoun, is a small record store with a lot to offer. 
Mole's employee and former Clifton resident Tom Scheidler 
possesses a wealth of musical knowledge. 
If customers are looking for a great 50s jazz album, or a 
contemporary rock album, Scheidler will point them in the 
right direction. In addition to musical knowledge, he also 

Leinhardt & Christy's offers great burgers 

in a classic setting. 

Photographer: Dan Rosenthal 
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knows a bit about area restaurants. 

Floyd's is one of many interesting Clifton 

Heights restaurants. 

Photographer: Dan Rosenthal 
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"I like Floyd's a lot; they have the best chicken around," said 
Scheidler. "I like Myra's Dionysus a lot, as well. They have 
mostly vegetarian and vegan stuff, but they also have an 
incredible, unique chicken salad and a variety of soups that 
are really good. Their vegetarian lasagna is awesome." 
Leinhardt's and Christy's has the best hamburger in 
Caryville," he added. 
Nate Cowgill, an Associate of Applied Business major at 
Cincinnati State, likes to go to Mac's for the food, a cold 
beer, or a night of karaoke. 
Mac's pizza has plenty of TVs to catch a game, a colorful and 
bright interior, as well as two bars with 18 beers on tap, and 
according to waiter Robert Rein, they have wings so hot they 
make grown men cry. 
"I always have a good time at Mac's," said Cowgill. "They 
have all you need, whether you drink PBR from a can or 
enjoy a heady Guinness, Mac's provides something for 
everyone." 
"Their karaoke night is awesome, and the fact that you don' t 
have to leave the bar to get a bite to eat is clutch." 
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Low-tech solutions to a digital problem 

By Dan Rosenthal 
Mar. 16, 2010 

Author Joshua Ferris recently addressed the rapidly growing presence of digital devices in our everyday 
lives in an article in Esquire called "Out of CTRL." 
Ferris says we have a digital addiction and it ends up as a digital distraction. It made me think about my 
own digital addiction. 
I use computers every day, to stay updated on current events, to keep in touch with friends, to work, to 
write and to learn. But computers leave me wanting more. They lack that tactile quality of a good book, 
a textured page. And, they make it too easy to stray off task. 
What follows are my own attempts at avoiding the digital, in favor of low-tech solutions. 
My initial experience with a typewriter came in the form of my grandfather's 193 7 Underwood. What a 
gorgeous machine, so elegant in its simplicity. The small round keys made a satisfying clack when 
pressed, and, if pushed too rapidly, the arms would tangle hopelessly. 
I remember typing letters to family members on it, stopping periodically to fix mistakes with correction 
fluid, and pushing the slide back to start on a new line. 
Years later I received an electric Smith Corona as a gift. It made a tremendous buzzing noise when 
plugged in, but it felt great to write on. 
I've always adored the idea of a machine made just for the purpose of writing. It leaves the user free 
from the distraction that a computer provides. 
Jack Kerouac typed the original On the Road manuscript on a single scroll of parchment in three days 
and nights, non-stop on a high induced by caffeine, nicotine, and the overwhelming urge to go, go, go. 
Imagine, for a second, how long it would have taken him if he had constantly stopped to check email, 
update his status on Face book, or send a tweet to William Burroughs or Allen Ginsberg. 
Two years ago I bought a turntable, a Technics SL-B35. I found the record player at a flea market, 
discarded likely due to a dry-rotten belt. I took it to a local stereo repair shop and replaced the belt. 
Shortly thereafter, I began accumulating vinyl. 
To me, no other musical medium sounds the same. MP3s lack the fidelity, CDs the warmth. Vinyl 
hearkens back to days when musicians needed talent, and it took more than a computer and Auto-Tune 
to make a hit. 
I inherited my first 35-mm SLR camera, a Canon AE-1, from my older brother in the ninth grade. The 
body had a satisfying heft, and a decidedly mechanical box-like shape. 
It was as low-tech as they come, with manual controls to adjust the ISO, shutter speed, aperture, focus 
and zoom. It had a spinning crank to roll the film by hand, and a small lever used to advance to the next 
frame. Despite its simplicity, I took beautiful photos with it and developed them in a dark room with 
excellent results. 
Back then I pushed the shutter button with hesitancy, knowing I had only several dozen shots per roll of 
film. I carefully framed the shot, found the focus, metered the light, held my breath, and squeezed the 
button, waiting for the snap of the shutter door. 
With my digital camera I fire off shots willy-nilly, with less regard for composition, knowing that I can 
scan through the hundreds of images, choose the best one, and make changes in Photoshop. 
I quite like writing by hand, though my handwriting resembles that of a man with no thumbs. I use a 
Lamy fountain pen and enjoy fine stationary. Truly, few sentiments are more meaningful than a 
handwritten note on quality paper. 
The fountain pen is great because I can refill it in an inkwell and it produces gorgeous, thick strokes on 
the page. 
I recently invested in a Moleskine notebook. They originally attained popularity in 19th and 20th century 
Europe. Among the artists that used these black hardcover notebooks were Ernest Hemingway, Pablo 
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Picasso, Oscar Wilde and Vincent Van Gogh. 
I'm not saying these notebooks will tum a person into a great painter or literary genius, but they won't 
hurt. 
The great thing about Moleskine notebooks is their versatility and durability. They work well for writers, 
sketchers, painters and designers, with a wide range of paper choices, sturdy binding, and a convenient 
elastic strap to keep the book sealed tightly. 
I also enjoy carbureted V-8 Ford motors, French-pressed black coffee, analog watches, paperback 
novels, newspapers, and charcoal grills. 
I like to keep things simple. That' s not to say computers and high-tech gadgets don't have their place. I 
just think we rely too heavily on them. 
I hope that some of the above-mentioned products help relieve you of your digital addiction; they've 
helped me. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Mar. 16, 2010 

Thank you to reporter Roxie Blevins for the wonderful story about the Aikido class (February issue). 
I would like to be able to email the story so I can share it with my family and friends. 

-Megan Meehan-Dorr, Aikido instructor 

Editor's response: Starting with this issue, every story in Surge Life includes options to print the 
story, add comments about the story, email the story to others, or share the story through 
Facebook or Twitter. Look for the "share" icons on the top right of each article. 

The site looks great; I like the direction you guys have moved in. 

On the student Blackboard page after logging in, the Surge Life link seems to be broken. Really it's 
just missing the "www" from the URL but some students may not make that connection. 

Keep up the great work! 

-Dale Helphinstine 

Editor's response: Thanks for letting us know about the linking problem We'll keep working to 
make it easy for readers to reach Surge Life. 

I would like to give my perspective as a student who is 55 and has been in the workplace for 30-plus 
years. 

I hear complaints from other students about students with a "play" mentality who disrupt class and 
don't seem to want to be here. 

If you do not want to be here, please do something about it. You are wasting the school's time, and 
most importantly, you are wasting your time. 

I hear a lot of comments from some students such as "I can't," "I don't want to," and "This is 
stupid." If you are in a prerequisite class that you have to take, try to find something you like about it. 
I have to believe there is always something positive in learning, even if it is something you think you 
already know. 

As for the things you do not know, no matter how useless it seems now, you will use it at some point 
in your life. 
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I think college is great. This is the first time in a long time that I have looked forward to getting up 
and going to a place of work. In reality, that's what college is: a place of work. 

If you can find a way to at least like it, or even not hate it, life will be a lot easier. 

-Rick Birkenhauer 
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March Hnanda! A.id Workshop 

2010 
Ohio's Coolest Co-ops 

:.< - (Tuesday) 

Women & Socia l Change in America with Omope Daboiku, 11:20am in ATLC Auditorium, Room 211 

I of2 

q (Sunday) 

Daylight Saving Time Starts 

16 - {Tuesday) 

Movie,l:OOpm, Iron-Jawed Angels, ATLC Auditorium, Room 211 
(sponsored by BPW) 

St. Patrick's Day 

St. Patrick's Day Party, 11:30-l:OOpm, and 5:00-6 :00pm, ATLC 1st floor lounge 

it; - (Fritlay) 

Priority One Registration for 2010 Spring Term Begins on Web after S:OOpm 

20 - (S>.1!urdayl 

First Day of Spring 

Movie,l:OOpm, Iron-Jawed Angels, ATLC Auditorium, Room 211 
(sponsored by BPW) 

Priority One In-Person Registration for 2010 Spring Term Begins - 8:00am 

First Day to Petition to Graduate for 2010 Summer Term 

Priority Two Registration for 2010 Spring Term Begins on Web after 5: OOpm 

Priority Two In-Person Registration for 2010 Spring Term Begins - 8: OOam 

25 - ffhursday) 

Financial Aid Literacy Workshop, 1:30pm, Main Building, Room 180; 
5 :30pm, Main Building, Room 151A 

Open Registration 2010 Spring Term Beg ins on WEB after S:OOpm 

Naturalization Ceremony ll:OOam, Conference Center, Main Building 

Eggstravaganza, lO:OOam- 12: OOpm 
(See Student Activities for Details) 

do you want to 
ad. in Surge Life? 

Set1d us your sfo;ry ideasf 

c6ni:act~s 

cstatesdrgelife.otg ,,if, 
;~ 
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(See Student Activities for Details and Reds Tickets) 
ATLC Front Lawn, 11 :30am and S:OOpm for Evening Students 
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